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THE CASE 
Vꝛoteſtant Diſſenters, &c; 


IT'S not unknown, That amongſt other Sufferings of Pꝛoteſtant Diſlen- 
ters, this late Proſecution on old Statutes made and deſigned againſt 
Papiſts and Popiſh Recuſants hath not been the Leaſt, and that which 
makes it app-ar the more ſtrange, is, That from the making of the ſaid 
Statntes in the time of 2 Eliz, wntil within the ſpace of 4 or 5 Tears lat poſt: 
The like Profecution of Pꝛoteſtant Diſlenters bath nas been known. Beſides; 
which the very Statutes themſelves, upon which Proteſtant Diſſenters are thus 
Proſecuted, appear to be deſigned againſt Popery and Popiſh Recuſants only, 
owever now extended, and the ſeycrity thereof executed chiefly on Pzoteſtant 
Diſſenters, 
And that the ſaid Statutes, when made, wete deſigned againſt Papiſts, and 
not againſt Proteſtants, will appear by examination of the Preamblcs and Purport 
of the ſame, 

And obſerve The Statutes upon which Proteſtant Diſſenters are thus of late 
Proſecuted, convicted for 201 a Month, and two thirds of their Eſtates ſei- 
zed into the King s Hands, are three (vis. ) the 23d. and 28th, of Eliz, andthe 
34. of N. James, 
tt. As to the firſt of theſe (viz ) that of the 23d. of Elis. It is intituled, 
An Act to retain the Queens Majeſties Dubjects in their due Obedience. 
And what ſubjects thoſe were, who in thoſe days were diſobedient, and ſtood 
in need of this AR, Hiftory and Tradition can well inform; but beſides that, 
the Preamble of the Act will plainly evidence. Which runs thus, 

* Where ſithe nee the Statute made in the 1 3th. Year of the Reign of the 
*Queen our Sovereign Lady, Intituled, An Act againſt the bzinging in and 
© putting in execution of Bulls, Mzitings and Jnſkruments, and other fu- 
perſtitious Things from the Se of Rome, divers evil-affected-Perſons have 
© pzaetiſed, contrary to the meaning of the ſaid Statutes, by other means 
then by Bulls and Inſtruments, Mzitten oz P2intev, to withdzaw divers the 
'* Nu@ns Pajeſties Subjeas from their natural Obedience to obey the ſaid ulur⸗ 
©"-ped Authozity of Rome, and in reſpect of the ſame to perſwade great num⸗ 
pers to withdzaw their due Obedience from Yer Pajeſties Laws, &c. 

* For reformation whereof, and to declare the true meaning of the ſaid Law, 
B2z Be 
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(2) 
« Be it Declared and Enacted, by the Authozity ok this pzeſent: Parliament, | 25) 
That all Perſons, &, / ; ons 
In this Preamble we may clearly underſtand a double or two-fold end, for un, 
which this Statute was made and provided (viz,) for Reformation and Infor- Wh ai 
mation. = 
IF. For Refozmation (viz.) of ſuch who withdrew the Queens Subjects ſuch 
from their natural Obedience to the ulurp'd” Authority of Rome, as the pre- ed t 
ceding Words are. mer 
2dly, For Jufozmation in theſe Words (vis.) To declare the true meaning of | A 
tbe ſaid Law (vix.) the Law of the 13th. of the Queen, which the ſaid Statute line? 
recites, which (aid Law was provided againſt bringing in and putting in execution | Pait 
of Buls, Writings, Inflruments and other ſuperſtitions Things from the See of Rome, | 1 
And if we read the ſaid Statute, it gives an account, That thofe Bulls were is, 
brought from Rome to abſolve and reconcile ſuch who forſook their Obedience Ac 
to the Queen, to yield and ſubject themſelves to the Popes uſurp'd Authority. Qi 
$1 the Deſign of the ſaid Statute was to prohibit ſuch Bulls on pain of | Ol 
High- Treaſon, and to prohibit the bringing into the Realm Tokens or Things len 
caled Agnus Dei, Criſſes, Pidurei, Beads, and ſuch like vain aud ſuperſtitions Ar 
Things, which being conſecrated by the Pope, &. divers Immunities and Ex- m 
emptions were ſaid to be granted. As that Statute words it. to 
So that this Sratute of the 23d. of Eliz. appears to be a Supplementary ' 
Act, and Explanatozp, of the 13 of the ſaid Queen againſt the bringing in of | fo! 
Bulls, Agnus Det, Croſſes, & c. and therein alloprovides againſt Withdzaw- | ti! 
ingany the Queens Subjects to the Romiſh Relig ion( which that Age conceived | w 
ſo dangerous.) | 
So that they firſt make iv Trealon to withdraw any from the Queens Obe⸗ P. 
dience or Religion (then eſtabliſhed) tothe Romifh Religion, or to obey the P. 


Authozity of the Sce of Rome, or other Prince. 1 
They 2dly, make it Treaſon to be reconciled or drawn to the Romiſh Reli- a 
gion. 


They 3ly. make it Piſp;iſion of Treaſon to be Aiders, Maintainers or Con- 
cealers ot ſuch as perſwaded others to withdraw themſelves, 

They 4ly. provide the Penalty of 200 Parks, and a Pears Jmpziſonment, 
for ſuch as (hall Say or Sing Maſs, and then Enact generally; 

Sly, That all Perſons above the age of 16 Tears, which ſhall not repair to Church 
once a Ponth, ſhall forfeit tor every Month 20 l. Upon which is the preſent Pro- 
ſecution againſt Proteſtants, 

Now it's very evident by the Statute of the 13th. of the Queen, and by this 
of the 23d.f the Queen, That 

1ſt, The fences provided againft by theſe Statutes were the bringing in of 
Bulls, Agnus Det's, Croſſes, Pictures, Beads and ſuch like vain and. ſu- 
perſtitious Things. 
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ent, zly, The Perſons offending were the Impozters oz Spzeaders thereof; Pers 
ons perl wading 02 withdrawing others, oz themlelves to the Nomiſh Religi⸗ 
for on, oz See of Rome, and Dayers and Dingers of Paſs. And to be Aiders 03 
for Maintainers ot [uch- 
So ve conceive the Execution thereof was never intended, and hope 
cts ſuch Proviſion as the Parliament in Wiſdom ſhall ſee met t) will not be extead- 
re- ed to Proteſtant Difſenters, as of late years it hath been, contrary to all for- 
mer Uſage and Practice. 

g And that theſe Words All Perſons, ſhall be ſuch only, whom the Statute 
ute in exprels Words and Terms complains of, as only dangerous; and by ſuch 
ion | Pains and Penaltics thereby intended to be reform'd, 

ic, | The 2d. Statute on which ſuch Proſecutions againſt Proteſtants are grounded 
re | is, that of the 28th, of the Queen 3 the Title beſpeaks it what it is (viz. ) An 
ice | Act foz the ſpeedy Execution of certain Fzanches made in the 234.Pzar of the 
ty. | Queen — Which is the Ac to retain the Nuens Maſelties Dubjecs in their due 
of Obedience. The ſame which is before repeated. And provides again fraudu- 
we | lent Conveyances which might be made to defraud the ©. of ber 20 l. per Menſem: 
1% And orders the Conviction to beretura'd into the Crchequer,and proceſs. to be 
x- made out thence to collect it, or foꝛ Nou- papment, two 3ds. of their tea! Eſtate 
to be ſcized into the Qu&us Hands, &cc. 

So that until the 3d. of King James (a time memorable to all Proteſtants, 
of | for the great Deliverance from the Gun-Powder-Plos) the former Laws con - 
p- | tinued without alteration or ſupplement. And in the 34. of that King's Reign 
was made a Statute, Intituled, Au Ac foz the better diſcovering and repzel- 
ſing Popiſh Recuſants, Which is the third Statute on which are proſecuted 
es] Proteſtant Diſſenters, by the whole ſeries of which Statute it will appear, that 
1c} Proteſtants were intended to be fecured, but never intended to be preſceuted by it, as 
they are of late days. 

i⸗ And I may repeat the preamble of the Statute, which will ſaficintly Evi- 
dence the Intent and Deſign thereof. 


Which runs thus, (viz.) 


; Dzaſmuch as it is found by daily Experience, that many his Pajeſties 

F Dubjecs that adhere in their Hearts to the Popiſh Religion, by the 
a infection dzawn from thence, and by che Wicked and Deviliſh Coun⸗ 
tel of Jeſuites, Deminaries and other like Perſons, dangerous to the Church 
8 and tate; are ſo far perverted in point of their Lopaltp, and due Allegiance 
unto the King's Pajeſtie, and the Crown of England, as they are ready to 
f entertain and execute any treaſonable Conſpiracies and Pzactices, as evidents 
ly * by that moze than Bar barous aud Yozrible attempt to have blown 
up with Gun-Powder the Ring, Queen, Pzince, Lozos and Commons, — 
- - the 
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the Parliament Aﬀembled; tending to the utter @ubverſion of the whole 
State, latelp taken by the inſtigation of Jeſuites and Deminaries, aud in ad- 
vancement of their Religion, by their Dcholars taught and inſtructed by them 
to that purpoſe : Which attempt by the only Goodneſs of Almighty God was 
diſcovered and defeated. And where divers Perſons Popiſhly-affeced, do ne⸗ 
vertheleſs (the better to cover and hive their kalle Hearts, and with more 
ſafety to attend the Pppoztunity to execute their miſchievous Deſigns) repair 


ſometimes to Church to eſcape the puniſhment of the Laws in that behalf pzo- ' 


vided! 

Foz the better diſcovery therefoze of ſuch Perſons and their Evil-affections 
to the King's Pajeſty and the State of this Vis Realm; tothe end, that 
being known, their Evil-purpoſes may be the better pzevented. Be it Enacted 
— That every Popiſh-Reculant convict, oz hereafcer to be convic- 
ed, &c. 


In which there is no mention made of other than Popiſh- Recuſants not one 
Word of Proteftant Di enters, or Recuſants, or other Diſſenters or Recuſants 
then Popiſh only. Befides, enquire into the Statute. 


It provides, that Popiſh Recuſants conformed,or afterward to conform, ſhould | 
once 8 Month take the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper intheir Pariſh-Church, as in | 


F. 2d, Infficts the Penalties of 20 l. 1ſt, year, 40 J. the ad. and 601. the 3d. year 
for ſuch Popifh Recuſanss not receiving the Sacrament, as in &: 3d. 


It Enacts that the Church» Wardens and Conſtables of every Town, &c, for | 


the time being; or if none, the chief Conſtable of the Hundred, & e. ſhall pre- 
ſent the Names of all Popiſh Recuſants, and the Children of the ſaid Recuſants, 
of 16 years old, as in. 4th. 

4ly, This Statute of the 3d. of K Jamez,recites the afore - ſaid Statute of 23. 
Eliz. by which the ſaid Recuſants (viz ) Popiſh, forfeit the 200. per Menſem, 
as in C. 10. 

* And alſo recites the afore-ſaid Statute of 28 Eliz. diredling hom the Q. 
ſhould recover the 20 l. per menſem, by ſeizure of two 34s. of the real Eſtate of ſuch 
convitied Reenſants. After which recital, it is therein alledg'd, that the 20 J. 
per menſem is a Burthen to the poor, and caſe to the rich; who. keep large 
Eſtates in their own hands which (as ſays the Sta tute) they do for the moſt 
part imploy Cas Experience hath taught] In the maintainance of Superſtition and 
Popiſh Religion, and to the relief of Jeſniter, Seminaries, Prieſts and other dan- 
gerons Perſons to the State. And 

$0 it's clearly aparent by the delineation and explanation of Dffender and 
Offences throughout this Statute, 

As 1. Offenders (viz.) Feſuites, Seminariet, and ſuch like perſons, dan- 
gerous to Church and State, Perſons Popiſply-affedled, adbering in tbeir Hoarts to 
the Popifh Religion To cover and hide their falte Hearts, and the better, 
and 


0) 

and with more ſafety to attend their miſchievous Deſigns, repair ſometimes 

to Church, cc. Perſons ready to execute any Treaſonable Conſpiracies and 
2acices, 

e 2ly. Their Offences or Deſigus (viz.) That horrible Attempt to blow up with 

Gnn-Poreder the King, Queen, Prince, Lords and Commons in Parliament. And 

this to advance their Religion, and to Subvert Church and State. 

And fo throughout the whole Statute, the Perſons enjoyned to take the Sa- 
| crament, to be preſented by Conſtables , and ſuch likes are Popiſtr, perſons 
Poprſhly- aFeited, adhering to the Popiſh Religion and Popiſh Recuſauts. 

By all which we hope it clearly appears, That thoſe Statutes were intended 
2gainft Popiſh Recuſlants only, and not againſt Proteſtant Diſſeuters or Recu- 
ſants ingeneral, nor an other than Popiſh, and hope that the Proſecution of 
| Proteſtant Diſſenters(as they have been of late)is and now at preſent are, an ex- 
| tending the ſenſe of thoſe Statutes beyond Right Reaſon, and the intent of the 
La. der/. — All which is ſubmitted to the Judgment of the Parliament 
Aſſembled, to Conſider and Redreſ;, as they in Wiſdom ſhall ſee meet. 


| And this following Declaration is humbly offered as a 
| Teft to diſtinguiſh between PROTESTANTS and 
Paris rs. 


I A. B. Do Solemnly and in good Conſcience Profeſs, Teſtiſy, and 
Declare, that I do not believe that the ( hnrch of Rome, or Papal 
Church, 77 the true Church, out of which there is no Salvation; or that 
the Pope or Biſhop of Rome is Chriſt's Vicar, or head of the true 
Catholick Church on Earth; or that either he or the See of Rome, 
ath any Authority Derived from Chriſt or his Apoſtles, to be head of 
he true Catholick Church. Or that the Pope or the See of Rome 
Voyntly or ſeverally hath any Juriſdiction or Supremacy over the ſaid 
atholick Church z general, or my ſelf in particular; or that the 
ope hath any Power to depoſe Princes, or to abſolue Subjects of their 
Pegiance, on any account whatſoever; or that it belongeth to the 
ope or Authority of the Church or See of Rome, to be ſole Judge of 
ſpiritual matters, or of the ſence of Holy Scriptures ; or that the Pope or 
is Clergy hath power to Pardon Sins, paſt, preſent, or to come, or to grant 
give Indulgences for Sin of any kind ſoever; or that their Doctrine 


of 
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of 9 Prayer to or fot the Dead, is according to the Dod 
of the Foly Scriptures; or the Virgin Mary, or ariy other Saint 0 
Angels ought to be Worſhipped or prayed anto, or are Mediators betwe 
Gel and Man; there being no Mediator but Chriſt Jeſus oxly, C 
that the Elements of Bread and Wine, at or after the Prieft hath prd 
nounced his Wortls of Conſeergtion, are 3 or the w 

or any part of the ſubſtance of the Bread or Wine, is at all changed in 
the Flefo or Blood of Chriſt, er that the Sacrifice of the Maſs as it i 
nom ſaid to be uſed in the C hurch of Rome, is other then Superſtitic 
and Idolatraus. | 

And 1 do ſolemnly in the Preſence of God, Profeſs aud Decla 
that I do make this Declaratiun, and every part thereof, in the plai 
and ordinary ſence of the N omi read unto me; As they are common 
under ſtood by Engliſh Proteſtints, without any Evaſion, Equi uoc atio 
or Mental Reſervation what 5 And without any Diſpenſation 4 
ready granted me for this purgeſe by the Pope, or any other Auibe 

or Perſon whatſoever, and without any hope of any ſuch Diſpenſation 
from any Perſon or Authority 1 without thinking that I x 
or can be acquitted before God ir Man, or Abſolved of this Declaratic 
or any part thereof; Although##he Pope, or any other Perſon or Perſo 
or Power whatſoever, ſhould diſpence with or pretend to annul the ſam 
er declare that it was null and void from the beginning. 4» 


